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STBJIECT: The Post-tSlsstion Politleal “utlook in Pakistsn

1, Thes smeshing defest of Pakistan's Moslen Leagse in the
‘ant Benzal provincial elections har brokan the lLeagus tg mopwpoly
of power, a mejor {actor in the psst siability of Pekistan. The
lnited Front vigtory virtually sliminsted the lLeagne frox partl-
aipation in the government of & province oontaining more than
nalf of Pakistan's population, and the sppositlon e now et lerping
the les ue's sontrel ever the ceniral zovermmsnt, As & resull,
the ernalusiong im NIR=79, "Probable levelepmenis in south Asia”™
{June 1953), that the present regine is liksly to remsin in poser
for ssme years witioui prospect of opposition are mo 1myrer valld,

Z. The ressons for the upeet appear o invelwe dompstie
rather tham Parelgn affalrs, It was probably due o a Gonblie
tion of § (a) Xast Bengal resentmnt of ite step-child stalus
within Takistan — it suffers politiesl, ecomownie, and linguistic
discrimirations (b) dissstisfaction with Zast Desgal's poer
esonorie sondilions, siieh the relatively mtrong left-wing
olomsnie of the ssalitinn pledeed to remedys () the inepiltude
and slarity of the Moslem Isagve provinolal sdxinistration;
and {d) the effective grassroote carpaign sopdusted »n beshalf of
the Undted Frond, particulerly by student groups,

3, The United Front is = loopely srgardsed soalitiom, united
seinly in ite determization %o kiek oyl the Roslem lssgue. It
senters around ¢ coteris of dissident former Laasue politiciang
making wp the Awsd Moslem ILeagus led by H. %, Suhrewardy and
i, A Dhashani, The otder important component is raxlul Bunts
reasante and Workers Party. Thare hae been some Comaunlst infile
trgtion of the swaxi group, and several United Front supported
winners in the elections have open ar sovert Cruanist ties,

T oew stioral Tntellivence “stisats on Pakistan is schedulsd
wnder ths Istimative Program for the first juarter of 1955,
but the Board intends to recomwend earlier astions AR Lapafe
tant aspect of the Paistand problem will slmo be deslt with
in #IE 30~3%, "siddls Fast Nelsnse®, schsduled fop productlon
in the present quarter.
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The Pront catersd to popular feeling with demands for the use of
Hongall as a second antlonsl langusgs, 3 more "truly Islanie®
pational constitution, sreater provineial sxtonomy, aud the
natisnalivation of forelgn seenvelic iuterests,

ke Weither US military aid nor the Turkish-rskistssd pset
figured ss important issues in the eaxpalyn, alikowgh the Yoslen
Laague clairad eredit for these as diplomstic successes and one
powerful United Front figuwre attacked the Lesgue's pro=-U8 poalicy,.
Sinee the elections, lowever, lesders of the Front have besn move
outspoken a;minst ‘skistan's cooparation with the Wesi.

S« The situstion s still highly unsetiled and the Inited Front's
surprise vistory creates a potential threat Lo the stavility and
cohaglon of rakisten: ‘

Be

Ly

The Front may harase the eentral sovernmant by deswne
siratlons end other nass pressure tactles and is likely
ta be Joined in ite efforts by additional Isague mevie
bers disgruntled with the regime, 7Tt will probably
sttexpt to replace with Infited Front men at lsast

some of the forty-fowr last lengal uerbers of the
stventy-nine seal central assesbly, and may sven try
for dissolution of the entire asserbly and rscrganiza-
tion of the cabivet, Althouzh the government is mot
Iegelly recuired %o alter the ass&xbly or change the
eabinet, 1L sy yield partislly to this pressure.

The Jrited Yront, which lasks discipiine acd sxperience,
may fail to meet its responaibvilities in ruming the
East Bengal provinelal government, in whick sase the
emiral government wight intervene. wWith “Jovernop's
#ule™ froam Xarachi, this sould lead to violence and
would probably strengthen latent separstist tendencies
in the provines,

inited Front lesder Suhramardy is asbitiouws to succsed
¥ohanmmed A1l 38 Prime #inister and intends to "
in West Pakielsn in preparstion for the nationsl elechions
prosised for pest year. The league probably Taces a hard
fight in these slsetions in “ast Dengal and poszibly even
in West Pakistan,

6. Howaver, the ability of the United Frest te follow w ite
recent victory is eiill uscertain, The eoalition hed s hard anough
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Siae hedding tesether duriig the slections sud sy hewe $LfTicuity
in Dumetionlyg effectively as a wmided sstionsl oppasitisn Wiy,
1% say aleo havs L% hends full erzemisine the provizedsl goverse
vesh Ln Yand Bengal. Fleally, Yhe Nowlem isezs Will provebl;
snvie Lo revitaiioe 1tr organizatisn asd %o incresse ite sepular
sppesl in Naet Senral by adepdling sl 1%e own mosm of the onuees
wideh serwed Lhe sppenition 2 well, ruch as meking Percall a
seennd offlelsl lenguage. Thuwe the lmague oay be able te Leoeove
1te pewition prisr ¢ the Eational wlsotloupe

Ts ML the elestiore ovewr, we baileve thal i lsagus
falthough nol seowsarily sobhevad 1L s vsbinet) hos o
botlar Shan ewes glanee +f reisining 1te old on e sewtral
rovarnnmt ard fereinllisg sy ewrlous threst 14 the eohemion of
Paklatan, It is lkely %o st spposition Wwsats by Somg Sog-
eseniong ¢ the Tniled Front, Lub will peobsdly be prepered, if
negmepnry, te ure L% control of the semurity foreers W swintaln
e bold o powsre
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